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1 April, 2019
	 •	Zuzana Caputova has won 

Slovakia’s Presidential 
election, making her the 
country’s first female Head 
of State.

	 •	Slovakia is a landlocked 
country in Central Europe.

	 •	Slovakia is a member of the European Union 
and NATO.

FIRST FEMALE PRESIDENT OF SLOVAKIA

APPOINTMENTS

General Knowledge Times
E-paper

     Issue 04 :  April 2019                                                         www.goyalsgktimes.com                                                         info@goyal-books.com

12 April, 2019
	 •	Professor Najma Akhtar will 

be the first woman to head 
the Jamia Milia Islamia.

	 •	She will be a Vice-Chancellor 
for five years.

	 •	Professor Najma Akhtar is a gold medallist from 
Aligarh Muslim University. She has a Ph.D in 
Education from Kurukshetra University.

JAMIA GETS FIRST FEMALE VICE CHANCELLOR

15 April, 2019
	 •	Mohammed Ishtaye was 

sworn in as the new 
Palestinian Prime Minister.

	 •	It is the 18th Palestinian 
government since the 
establishment of the Palestinian Authority in 1995.

	 •	The new government consisting of 24 ministers 
has representation from Palestine Liberation 

NEW PALESTINIAN PM

Organization (PLO), Abbas’ Fatah Party, the 
Palestinian People’s Party, the FIDA Party, the 
Palestinian Popular Struggle Front, in addition 
to independent figures.

30 April, 2019
	 •	On May 1, Air Marshal 

Rakesh Kumar Singh 
Bhadauria will take over 
as Vice Chief of Indian 
Air Force.

	 •	RKS Bhadauria was 
commissioned into Indian 
Air Force fighter stream 
on 15 June 1980 with the Sword of Honour.

	 •	He has held important designations like 
Commandant of National Defence Academy, 
Senior Air Staff Officer at Central Air Command 
and Deputy Chief of  Air Staff from January 
2016 to February 28, 2017.

NEW VICE CHIEF OF INDIAN AIR FORCE

5 April, 2019
	 •	PM Narendra Modi  has been conferred with the 

prestigious Zayed medal by President of the UAE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan.

	 •	It is the highest civil 
honour of United 
Arab Emirates.

	 •	PM Modi has 
been awarded in 
recognition of efforts in giving “a big boost” to 
bilateral relations between both the countries.

PM MODI RECEIVES ‘ZAYED’ MEDAL

AWARDS
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14 April, 2019
	 •	Russia has awarded PM Narendra Modi with 

‘Order of St Andrew the Apostle’ for promoting 
the bilateral special and privileged strategic 
partnership.

	 •	He has been awarded for exceptional services 
in promoting special and privileged strategic 
partnership between the Russian Federation and 
the Republic of India and encouraging friendly 
relations between the Russian and Indian peoples.

PM NARENDRA MODI RECEIVES RUSSIAN HONOUR

17 April, 2019
	 •	The winners of the 2019 Pulitzer Prizes have 

been announced. The winners in the category of 
Letters, Drama and Music are listed below:

  Fiction: The Overstory, by Richard Powers (W.W. 
Norton). Drama: Fairview, by Jackie Sibblies 
Drury. History: Frederick Douglass: Prophet of 
Freedom, by David W. Blight (Simon & Schuster). 
Biography: The New Negro: The Life of Alain 
Locke, by Jeffrey C. Stewart (Oxford University 
Press). Poetry: Be With, by Forrest Gander (New 
Directions). General Nonfiction: Amity and 
Prosperity: One Family and the Fracturing of 
America, by Eliza Griswold (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux). Music: Prism, by Ellen Reid.

PULITZER PRIZE

28 April, 2019
	 •	Gagandeep Kang became first Indian woman 

scientist to be awarded Fellowship of the Royal 
Society (FRS), United Kingdom.

	 •	She is a clinician scientist, who is well known 
for her key role in development of Rotavac.

	 •	In 2016, she was conferred prestigious Infosys 
Prize in Life Sciences for her contributions in 

FELLOWSHIP OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY (FRS)

understanding natural 
history of rotavirus 
and other infectious 
diseases.

	 •	She is also the first 
Indian and first woman 
to edit Manson’s 
Textbook of Tropical Medicine.

30 April, 2019
	 •	Six grassroots environmental activists from around 

the world received the prestigious Goldman 
Environmental Prize 2019.

	 •	They include: Linda Garcia of US, rallied local 
communities to successfully prevent construction 
of North America’s largest oil export terminal in 
Vancouver, Washington. Ana Colovic Lesoska of 
North Macedonia, led seven-year campaign to cut 
off international funding for two large hydropower 
plants project from being built in Mavrovo National 
Park (country’s largest national park). Bayarjargal 
Agvaantseren of Mongolia, who led the fight to 
create 1.8 million-acre Tost Tosonbumba Nature 
Reserve (in South Gobi Desert) which is a critical 
habitat for vulnerable snow leopard. She persuaded. 
Mongolian government to prohibit all mining 
within reserve. Alfred Brownell of Liberia, an 
environmental activist and human rights lawyer 
who stopped destruction of Liberia’s tropical forests 
by palm oil plantation developers. Jacqueline Evans 
of the Cook Islands, led five year campaign to 
protect Islands’ stunning marine biodiversity and 
for conservation and sustainable management of 
all of Cook Islands’ ocean territory and creation 
of 15 marine protected areas. Alberto Curamil of 
Chile, a jailed indigenous activist who organized 
his Mapuche community to protest construction 
of hydroelectric projects on sacred Cautín River 
in Chile.

GOLDMAN ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE 2019

1 April, 2019
	 •	International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) has listed Hump-backed Mahseer 
as Critically Endangered in the Red List of 
Threatened Species.

	 •	The Hump-backed Mahseer is found only in the 
Cauvery river basin including Pambar, Kabini and 
Bhavani rivers.

HUMP-BACKED MAHASEER IS CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

ENVIRONMENT
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16 April, 2019
	 •	Seychelles President Danny Faure delivered a 

speech from deep below the ocean’s surface.

	 •	He made a global plea for stronger protection of 
the Oceans which are the beating blue heart of 
our planet.

	 •	The speech was made during a visit to an ambitious 
British-led science expedition, Nekton Mission 
exploring the Indian Ocean depths.

UNDERWATER SPEECH FOR PROTECTION OF OCEANS

7 April, 2019
	 •	The National Maritime Day 2019 was observed 

on April 5.

	 •	The theme of the National Maritime Day 
2019 was “Indian Ocean – An Ocean of 
Opportunity”.

NATIONAL MARITIME DAY

	 •	Shoal, an international organisation working to 
conserve freshwater species has initiated ‘Project 
Mahseer’ in collaboration with other stakeholders 
to enable conservation action for the hump-backed 
mahseer.

9 April, 2019
	 •	The decolourisation of River Periyar which 

provides drinking water to Kochi city and 
adjoining areas has become the cause of worry 
for the people and government of Kerala.

	 •	The water turned pitch black in one stream, it was 
milky near the Pathalam regulator-cum-bridge.

	 •	PCB has stated that huge quantities of organic 
load in the form of sewage from nearby townships 
are regularly reaching the river system.

	 •	This is contributing to the eutrophication resulting 
in the change of colour.

PERIYAR WATERS CHANGE COLOUR

4 April, 2019
	 •	The World Autism Awareness Day 2019 was 

celebrated on April 2nd with the theme ‘Assistive 
Technologies, Active Participation’.

WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY

IMPORTANT DAYS

	 •	The theme highlights the integral role technology 
plays in the development of people with any form 
of disability including autism.

	 •	Autism is a neurodevelopment disorder of variable 
severity which causes disruption in communication 
and social interaction.

	 •	Autism is also characterised by repetitive 
behaviour and thoughts.

5 April, 2019
	 •	International Mine 

Awareness Day and 
Assistance in Mine 
Action 2019 was 
observed on April 4.

	 •	Its theme was ‘United 
Nations Promotes 
SDGs – Safe Ground – Safe Home’

	 •	  The theme links mine action, sport and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
by showing how clearing minefields, bring 
communities together and raises awareness about 
mine victims, and survivors of armed conflict.

INTERNATIONAL MINE AWARENESS DAY 
AND ASSISTANCE IN MINE ACTION 
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7 April, 2019
	 •	World Health 

Day 2019 will 
be observed 
worldwide on 
the 7th of April.

	 •	The theme ‘Universal Health Coverage’ for 2019  
seeks to ensure that everyone can obtain the care 
they need, when they need it, right in the heart 
of the community.

	 •	World Health Day is celebrated on April 7 to 
commemorate the establishment of WHO which 
came into being to address vital health care issues 
in 1948.

WORLD HEALTH DAY

8 April, 2019
	 •	International Day of Reflection on the 1994 

Rwanda Genocide was observed on 7th April.
	 •	It is observed in memory of the victims of the 

genocide in Rwanda.
	 •	1994 Rwanda Genocide was the genocide against 

the Tutsi community directed by members of the 
Hutu majority government during the 100-day 
period from 7 April to 15 July 1994.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION ON THE 1994 
RWANDA GENOCIDE

10 April, 2019
	 •	Every year World Homeopathy Day is observed on 

April 10, the birthday of Dr Samuel Hahnemann 
who discovered Homeopathy in 1796.

	 •	World Homeopathy Day aims to create better 
awareness about homoeopathy, improve its 
accessibility and to modernise the system of 
healing.

	 •	Homeopathy is an alternative system of medicine 
based on the principle of ‘Like cures like’.

	 •	Homeopathy believes that a disease can be cured 
by a subsstance that can induce symptoms similar 
to the ailment itself by using highly-diluted doses 
of natural ingredients.

WORLD HOMEOPATHY DAY

14 April, 2019
	 •	International Day of 

Human Space Flight 
2019 was observed on 
April 12 to commemorate 
the date of the first 
human space flight in 
the history of mankind.

	 •	It was on April 12, 1961, Soviet Union (USSR) 
Cosmonaut  Yuri Gagarin undertook the first 
successful human space flight.

	 •	On April 7, 2011, the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) passed a resolution and 
declared 12 April as the International Day of 
Human Space Flight.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT

17 April, 2019
	 •	April 17 is observed as World Haemophilia Day.

	 •	It  is celebrated to commemorate the birthday 
of Frank Schnabel who established the World 
Federation of Haemophilia in 1963.

WORLD HAEMOPHILIA DAY

22 April, 2019
	 •	Earth Day 2019 was observed on 22 April with 

the theme ‘Protect Our Species’.

	 •	It aimed to highlight that nature’s gifts to our 
planet are the millions of species.

	 •	Earth Day was formally proposed by John 
McConnell at UNESCO conference on Environment 
in 1969. Later in 1971, a proclamation was signed 
to observe international Earth Day annually on 
the Vernal Equinox by UN Secretary-General 
U Thant and was first celebrated in 1970.

EARTH DAY
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24 April, 2019
	 •	23rd of April is observed as World Book Day  by 

UNESCO and other related organisations every 
year.

	 •	The city of Sharjah has been selected as the 
World Book Capital for the year 2019.

	 •	Often also called the World Book and Copyright 
Day, it aims to promote the joy of books and the 
art of reading.

WORLD BOOK DAY

24 April, 2019
	 •	23rd April was chosen as the English Language 

Day to commemorate 
both the birthday 
and date of death of 
William Shakespeare.

	 •	The English Language 
Day was the result of 
a 2010 initiative by 
the Department of 
Public Information which had sought to establish 
language days for each of the UN Organisation’s 
six official languages.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAY

25 April, 2019
	 •	First official ‘International 

Day of Multilateralism 
and Diplomacy for Peace’ 
was observed by United 
Nations (UN) on April 
24, 2019.

	 •	It was aimed at disseminating advantages 
of multilateralism and diplomacy for peace 
by educational and public awareness-raising 
activities.

	 •	It reaffirms UN Charter and its principles of 
resolving disputes among countries by peaceful 
means and acknowledges use of multilateral 

FIRST OFFICIAL ‘INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
MULTILATERALISM AND DIPLOMACY FOR PEACE’

29 April, 2019
	 •	Every year 29 April is observed as International 

Dance Day, as a global day to celebrate dance.

	 •	It aims to encourage participation and education 
in dance through events and festivals held on the 
day.

	 •	It was created by Dance Committee of 
International Theatre Institute (ITI), which was 
formally recognised by UNESCO as creators and 
organisers of the event. ITI is the main partner 
for performing arts of UNESCO.

INTERNATIONAL DANCE DAY

decision- making and diplomacy in achieving 
peaceful resolutions to conflicts among nations.

29 April, 2019
	 •	The World Day for 

Safety and Health at 
Work was observed 
by The International 
Labour Organization 
(ILO) on 28 April 
2019.

	 •	It is observed annually since 2003, as an 
international awareness-raising campaign.

	 •	It aims to promote prevention of occupational 
accidents and diseases globally.

THE WORLD DAY FOR SAFETY AND HEALTH AT WORK

ISRO LAUNCHES EMISAT SATELLITE

SCIENCE

1 April, 2019
	 •	The Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) has 
successfully launched an 
electronic intelligence 
satellite ‘Emisat’.

	 •	It has been launched for 
the Defence Research 
Development Organisation (DRDO) along with 
28 third party satellites.
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	 •	PSLV first placed the 436 kg Emisat into a 749 km 
orbit. Then the rocket was brought down to put 
the 28 satellites into orbit, at an altitude of 504 
km.

	 •	For the first time, the launch also demonstrated 
new technology of putting payloads into three 
different orbits with a new variant of the Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket.

3 April, 2019
	 •	Café Scientifique envisages bringing science back 

into popular culture by demystifying scientific 
research for the public and empowering non-
scientists to comfortably assess science and 
technology issues, particularly those that impact 
social policymaking.

	 •	A group of science experts of the Hume Centre 
for Ecology and Wildlife Biology in Kerala are 
gearing up to launch ‘Café Scientifique’ to promote 
science among the public in an interesting way.

CAFE SCIENTIFIQUE IN KERALA

14 April, 2019
	 •	Homo Luzonensis lived on the island of Luzon 

at least 50,000 to 67,000 years ago.

	 •	Researchers in the Philippines have discovered 
a species of ancient human Homo Luzonensis 
which was previously unknown to science.

	 •	Homo luzonensis’ curved finger and toe bones 
portray a clear difference between the newly 
discovered species and most members of the 
Homo genus.

	 •	The discovery could mean primitive human relatives 
left Africa and made it all the way to South-East 
Asia, something not previously thought possible.

HOMO LUZONENSIS DISCOVERED

15 April, 2019
	 •	The world’s largest aircraft ROC, developed by 

aerospace venture Stratolaunch has successfully 
completed its first flight test.

	 •	The Aircraft achieved a maximum speed of 189 
miles (302.4 km) per hour. The plane flew for 
2.5 hours over the Mojave Desert at altitudes up 
to 17,000 feet.

	 •	It has a dual fuselage design and a wingspan greater 
than the length of an American football field.

	 •	The aircraft has a world-record wingspan of 
385 feet and is 238 feet long. It is wider than 
any airplane on the planet.

WORLD’S LARGEST AIRPLANE

16 April, 2019
	 •	Three teams from India have won awards at 

the NASA’s annual Human Exploration Rover 
Challenge which invites high school and college 
students to build and test roving vehicles for 
future missions to the Moon, Mars and beyond.

	 •	The team from KIET Group of Institutions in 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, won the “AIAA Neil 
Armstrong Best Design Award”, which recognises 
systems best designed to meet the Rover Challenge 
performance requirements.

	 •	The team from Mukesh Patel School of Technology 
Management and Engineering from Mumbai, 
Maharashtra, won the “Frank Joe Sexton Memorial 
Pit Crew Award ” for ingenuity and persistence 
in overcoming problems during the race as well 
as the “System Safety Challenge Award”.

	 •	The team from Lovely Professional University in 
Phagwara, Punjab, won the “STEM Engagement 
Award”, presented to the team that best-informed 
others about rocketry and other space-related 
topics.

HUMAN EXPLORATION ROVER CHALLENGE
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30 April, 2019
	 •	Lebanon’s capital Beirut has set a new Guinness 

World Record for most number of national flags 
displayed in one city for 24 hours.

22 April, 2019
	 •	The scientists have detected the first molecule to 

ever form from stray atoms in the universe.
	 •	The first such molecule was helium hydride, a 

combination of helium and hydrogen.
	 •	The researchers used the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration’s (NASA’s) SOFIA, 
the world’s largest airborne observatory, to 
detect helium hydride in NGC 7027, a planetary 
nebula about 3,000 light-years away from 
Earth.

BEIRUT SETS A NEW GUINNESS WORLD RECORD

NASA DISCOVERS 1st MOLECULE OF THE UNIVERSE

5 April, 2019
	 •	South Korea launched the world’s first nationwide 

5G mobile network from April 3, 2019.

	 •	5G will provide smartphones with near-
instantaneous connectivity, 20 times faster than 
4G.

	 •	This allows users to download entire movies in 
less than a second.

WORLD’S FIRST NATIONWIDE 5G MOBILE NETWORK

4 April, 2019
	 •	The Indian Army built the longest suspension 

bridge over Indus river in Leh in just 40 days 
and the bridge is named as Maitri Bridge.

LONGEST SUSPENSION BRIDGE BUILT BY INDIAN ARMY

4 April, 2019
	 •	The era of “Reiwa” begins on May 1, a day 

after 85-year-old Emperor Akihito abdicated and 
handed over the Chrysanthemum throne to his 
eldest son Crown Prince Naruhito.

	 •	The name for the new imperial era, Reiwa was 
taken for the first time from an ancient Japanese 
book instead of from Chinese classics.

NEW IMPERIAL ERA IN JAPAN

17 April, 2019
	 •	Scientists from Ocean University in Qingdao, 

China and the University of East Anglia in 
Norwich, England have discovered a bacteria 
that eats oil.

	 •	The oil eating bacteria was discovered in the 
western Pacific Ocean’s 10,994-meter-deep 
Mariana Trench.

	 •	The team  collected samples from the trench. In 
the samples, they found microorganisms that eat 
compounds similar to those in oil.

	 •	The expedition was organised by marine explorer 
and film director James Cameron.

OIL-EATING BACTERIA DISCOVERED

1 April, 2019
	 •	Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd 

(GRSE) has become the “first Indian shipyard to 
build and deliver 100 warships.”

	 •	The 100th warship ‘IN LCU L-56’ has been handed 
over to the Indian Navy.

	 •	Based in Kolkata, Garden Reach Ship Builders and 
Engineers Ltd (GRSE) is a shipbuilding company 
in India under the administrative control of the 
Ministery of Defence.

GRSE DELIVERS 100 WARSHIPS

MISCELLANEOUS 

	 •	The bridge is 260-feet long and is constructed 
using around 500 tonnes of bridge equipment 
and construction material.
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1 April, 2019
	 •	The Indian Badminton Tournament 2019 was 

held at K. D. Jadhav Indoor Hall in New Delhi 
from 26 to 31 March 2019.

	 •	The winners were Men’s Singles: Viktor Axelsen 
(Denmark) Women’s Singles: Ratchanok Intanon 
(Thailand) Men’s Doubles: Lee Yang and Wang 
Chi-lin (Chinese Taipei) Women’Doubles:  Greysia 
Polii and Apriyani Rahayu (Indonesia).

INDIAN OPEN BADMINTON 2019

SPORTS

	 •	By raising a total of 26,852 Lebanese flags for 
24 hours Beirut broke the record of New York’s 
Waterloo of raising 25,599 flags.

17 April, 2019
	 •	Cricketer Mithali Raj has been named as the 

goodwill ambassador of the Indian team for the 
Street Child Cricket World Cup.

	 •	She will join former Captain Saurav Ganguly and 
IPL franchise Rajasthan Royals in supporting the 

MITHALI RAJ FOR STREET CHILD CRICKET WORLD CUP

team India for the Street Child Cricket World 
Cup.

	 •	The first ever Cricket World Cup for street children 
will take place ahead of the 2019 ICC Cricket 
World Cup in England and Wales.

29 April, 2019
	 •	India’s Bajrang Punia is first Indian wrestler to be 

invited by American wrestling body for a special 
fight at iconic Madison Square Garden in New 
York.

	 •	He will take on two-time US national champion 
Yianni Diakomahlis in “Grapple at the Garden” 
Beat the Streets fight night event, which has 
become a major showcase for international 
wrestling since 2010.

FIRST INDIAN WRESTLER INVITED BY 
AMERICAN WRESTLING BODY


